In response to the call for pneumococcal vaccination in developing countries (June 10, p1880) 1 , we support the need for such vaccines but wish to draw attention to some wider issues related to pneumonia, which is globally the leading cause of death in children.
The Fifth International Symposium on Pneumococci and Pneumococcal Diseases However, to be effective in the third world, more serotypes must be included and support from governments and international agencies is urgently needed to ensure its prompt use globally.
The provision of effective community health services and affordable antibiotics are essential and can be achieved if given sufficient priority by the global community.
Simple effective micronutrient supplements should be used more widely.
In 1998 the World Health Organization published a call for action entitled "Acute respiratory infections: the forgotten pandemic". 2 It is sad that we are compelled to issue further calls for action: from UNICEF 3 , from the pneumococcal vaccine group
